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19 October 1858

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte was not present at this meeting of the consistmy of the First Reformed Church. Gerrit
Wakker was clerk. Labots was chosen to preside at the meeting. [This must be a sign of the respect in which he
was held.] Five members were absent in addition to Van Raalte. De Vries and Apeldoorn were called to give an
account of their tardiness. Many items were discussed. The deacons were asked to meet at least every six weeks as
a group. The next congrertional meeting was scheduled for Thanksgiving Day afternoon. Rev. Giles Vande Wall
was scheduled to fill the pulpit in Van Raalte's absence.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in die records of die Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 77-78.
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Consistory Meeting Held on October 19, 1858
Absent were Brothers Hekhuis, Broek, and Ploeg; te Roller and Plugger; and, with notice,
Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — Brother Labots was unanimously chosen to preside at the meeting.
ARTICLE 2 — The brothers de Vries and Apeldoorn give an explanation for their
tardiness, since they did not know what time the meeting was to start. In addition, de
Vries inquires whether or not he is considered to be a member of the consistory.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided that, at a following consistory meeting, we should discuss
who is a member of the consistory, and, at the same time, review our constitution and
church order.
ARTICLE 4 — The minutes were read. In Article 3, the comment is made that the word
should not be "swamp" lands but lands in general. Another comment referred to an
omission, namely, the report of the committee (see Article 2, November 21), which states
that C. Vorst is not guilty of the fire, but that H. Rot had started the conflagration. Vorst
had promised to give potatoes and other items of value to Slechter. H. Rot also was to
make some compensation for the damage sustained. The consistory decides that the
committee must continue until these promises have been fulfilled.
ARTICLES— See Article 15 of November 16. The Rev, van der Wall accepted the
assignment to preach on Sunday morning.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Broek enters the meeting and gives as cause for his late arrival a
visit to a sick member.
ARTICLE 7 — A discussion took place about the congregational meeting scheduled for
November 25, on Thanksgiving Day. Concerning a comment made by a committee last
year to review the books for increased expenditures, this was done. Whenever the
congregation desires special funds, the request will be granted if such a fund (illegible).
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided to talk about the debt owed by renters of pews, and to no
longer give preference or credit for renting pews. Those who are unable to pay are to
contact the deacons, and a place
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will be given them.
ARTICLE 9 — Discussion indicated that it would be better to avoid offense and no longer
give (theological) students the first rows. However, the majority voted to retract this
decision in order to benefit from the opinion of Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 10 — It was decided that if the singing society wished to have pews reserved
for their group, they will be given the freedom to rent wherever they desire and that the
consistory cannot make an assignment.
ARTICLE 11 — A discussion followed over the retirement of one-half of the consistory,
and the need to follow the church order; thus promoting unity. Discussion followed both
pro and con, and by a vote of 6 to 1, it was decided to follow custom but to return to this
matter later for a decision.
ARTICLE 12— It was decided to choose an additional elder in the district in the
neighborhood of Broek to replace the former elder, Wilterdink
ARTICLE 13 — A proposal to add a deacon was rejected as not necessary. The deacons
were urged to do more of their decision-making as a group and to meet regularly at a time
and place they judged best, but, at least, once every six weeks.
ARTICLE 14 — Labots, de Vries, and te Roller were appointed to review the previous
administration of Keppel, over the finances of the church building The accounts of
Labots, re pew rentals, will also be reviewed at the same time. Wakker was requested to
attend this meeting.
ARTICLE 15 — It was decided to open the administrative books of the church for review
by any member of the church, for a period of eight days, from January 24 to 30, 1859.
ARTICLE 16 — The clerk was requested to inform our pastor about Thanksgiving. The
meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.

G. Wakker

